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Is hacking wicked and antisocial, or
cool and geeky? A brief history of

tech’s most two-sided term...

HE WORD HACKER has been every-
where recently, splashed across the
front page for weeks as the “phone hacking”

scandal at News of the World engulfed
Rupert Murdoch and his media empire.

There is a sensational mystique to the term |

that makes it irresistible to journalists.
But typing the default password “1111”
into the voicemail box of
is not hacking. Neither i
for the phone numbers of
crime victims. Unless
smashing the window
“car hacking”, nothir
scandal fits the bill.
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“If it had been me, I would have broken
into the phone company system so I could
have had direct access to the messag

all their customers,” says Kevin Mitni
who was for several years the most-wa
computer criminal in America, after

into the voicemail computers at Pacif
Bell. “What News Corp did... guess p
codes, spoofing voicemails... that’s a

script kiddie stuff.”

Mitnick, who now works as a sect
consultant and recently published
book, Ghost in the Wires, said he’s
pointed to see what passes for h
these days. “I can remember writin
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program in high school that was supposed
to calculate 100 digits of the Fibonacci
Sequence. It did that, but of course, it
also stole passwords from my professor
and classmates. But I didn’t get in trouble
for that; I got an A, because my teacher
recognised it was smart. That’s what hacking
upposed to be about — not crime, but
7ation and creativity.”
I s, on the campus of the
setts Institute of Technology, a
< meant a practical joke; covering
ome in tin foil, for example.
7 members of the Model
. a hack came to mean a feat
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